
THE GLINT OF LIGHT ON BROKEN GLASS 
A Workshop in Writing Stories, Essays and Poems 

with Pam Houston and Ellen Bass 
 

August 21 to August 27, 2016 
The Inn at Lake Connamarra, Hope, B. C. Canada 

(Two hours east of Vancouver) 

 

“Don’t tell me the moon is shining; show me the glint of light on 
broken glass.” — Anton Chekhov 

 

 
 

In this workshop we will open our eyes to see, hear, smell, touch, and taste the world. Then 
we’ll look for words that describe that glint of light on broken glass. Whether it’s fiction, non-
fiction, or poetry, all strong writing explores an experience—drawn from life or from 
imagination—and delivers it so vividly and immediately that a reader doesn’t just hear 
about it, but lives it. 
 
In our week together, we’ll study elements of the craft that will enable you to do just this. We'll talk  
about voice, point of view, beginnings and endings, dialogue, narrative tension, story arc, image, 
metaphor, associative leaps, and revision, and do in and out of class exercises to sharpen our skills. 
We’ll practice surrendering our control, to enter the forest of not knowing (call it the subconscious,  
the collective unconscious, or the great unknown) and hope for resulting flights of lyricism and  
language that take a good story or poem and make it great.  
 
You can expect to write stories, essays, and poems that are more precise, more complex, and more 
emotionally resonant than you’ve ever written before. 



 
The structure of the workshop: 
 
Although this workshop is appropriate for 
beginning writers, with much support and 
encouragement offered, it is also recommended 
for experienced writers, including those who have 
published books or chapbooks, are teaching 
creative writing, or have simply been working at 
the craft for a long time. 
 
This workshop is oriented toward generating new 
work. We'll start with dinner on Sunday, August 

21, followed by our first meeting together. Then each day will begin with a talk about some 
aspect of the craft of writing. Then the rest of the morning will be devoted to writing. Unlike 
workshops where there are multiple short writing prompts, we prefer to schedule longer 
writing sessions so that there's time to go deeply into your writing. You may not be actually 
writing that entire time, but there's space for writing, reflection, starting off on a whole new 
topic, maybe taking a short break to refresh yourself and beginning again. 
 
Then we'll have lunch together and there'll be a little free time—to walk, read, relax, or, if 
you're burning, to keep writing. In the afternoon, we'll meet to share our work. For these 
sessions, we'll divide into two smaller groups, one led by each teacher (you'll have the 
opportunity to work with both teachers in the small group). Everyone will have a chance to 
read and to receive responses, encouragement, and support. Pam and Ellen will also 
provide guidance and suggestions for those who need or want that. 
 
Then we'll have dinner and the evenings are usually free for relaxing, socializing, talking 
about writing—whatever you'd like to do. In the middle of the workshop, we’ll have one day 
with less structured activities to discover some of the area’s natural beauty. And on the last 
evening, we'll have a group reading. 
 
There will be a last breakfast together on Saturday, August 27, before check out. 
 
The place: 
 
This workshop will be held at the Inn at Lake 
Connamarra, a learning retreat in the wilderness 
just two hours drive from Vancouver, Canada. 
High in the mountains, set alongside its own lake 
and surrounded by miles of forested mountain 
land, the Inn and conference centre is the perfect 
location for focused learning and writing. The 
combination of the cedar rainforest’s wild 
serenity far from town life, the beautiful 
accommodations of a modern Inn and 
conference center with its scrumptious meals make Connamarra a beautiful setting for our 
writer’s workshop. Connamarra has its own large kitchen and dining where all of our guest 
meals are prepared and served buffet style. The day’s three meals and snacks are included 
in the cost of accommodation. 



 
The uniquely decorated guest rooms are situated throughout the Inn’s four floors, each with 
wonderful forest views. All the guest rooms have easy access to each floor’s roofed wrap-
around decks, common sitting areas, library, conference spaces and the large dining room.  
The new website for The Inn at Lake Connamarra, connamarra.com, will be available 
September 25, 2015. 

 

 
 

         
 

 
Costs and registration: 
 
Connamarra will manage registration for the workshop. The size of the workshop is limited 
to 24 participants and registration is on a first-come, first-served basis determined by the 
order in which payment is received. The fees include the workshop program with Ellen and 
Pam, lodging, and all meals at Connamarra. Fees vary according to whether you prefer a 
triple, double or a single room for the 6 nights / 7 days of the workshop. Double occupancy 
is $1950. Single occupancy with a shared bath is $2200 and single occupancy with a 
private bath is $2450. The large and charming three-person rooms are $1850 per person. 
There is also a very large accommodation space beside the garden for four participants 
adjoining the garden and meeting center for $1750 per person. These are the fees before 
local sales tax. Space is limited. If you're registering with a friend and want to room 
together, just let us know and we’ll do our best to accommodate you.  
 
A deposit of $500 is required by December 1, 2015 to hold your spot. The remaining 
balance is due by March 1, 2016.The workshop size is limited and registration is on a first-
come first-served basis.  
 

http://click.icptrack.com/icp/relay.php?r=9487648&msgid=386478&act=UQ91&c=1005006&destination=http%3A%2F%2Fmabeldodgeluhan.com%2F


 
TO REGISTER: 
 
To register, please email Mark at markburke113@msn.com to confirm your 
registration. Then make your check payable to Mark Burke and mail it to Mark Burke 
11705 56th Ave. S.E. Everett WA 98208. NOTE: Checks from those outside the US 
must be in US dollars. 
 
REFUNDS: 
 
If you find that you cannot attend the workshop, let Mark know as soon as possible and 
we'll try to fill your space with someone from the waiting list. If we can fill your space, we'll 
refund your payment, minus $150 administrative fee, which is non-refundable. The sooner 
you let us know, the more likely it is that we may be able to fill your space. 
 
Getting there: 
 
It’s easy. You can fly into the large international airport in Vancouver, rent a car and drive to 
Connamarra. It takes about two hours. If you prefer, you can sign up for a prearranged 
shuttle service that will take you directly from the airport to the Inn at Lake Connamarra and 
return all attendees to the airport after the workshop. Please tell us if you want to use the 
shuttle so the shuttle service can plan the schedule and fees. 
 
Questions: 
 
If you have any questions, email markburke113@msn.com. I hope you can join us! 

mailto:markburke113@msn.com
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